Georgia Youth Bowlers Tour

Tournament Rules
USBC Certified #4280 SMART Acct. 10962

Welcome to the Georgia Youth Bowlers
Tour!

This information packet includes the
following helpful documents:

+  GYBT Tournament Rules

COVID-19 Notice: Follow-us on Facebook at www.face book.
com/groups/GeorgiaYBT for the most up to date announcements
regardingrule changesinresponse to the COVID-19 pandemic.

These are changingand confusingtimesandwe'reheretohelp.
Ifyouhave any questions, please contactusthrough Facebook
oremail us directly at gybtdirector@outlook.com
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Tournament Rules m
Format

Bowlers willbowl 5 games for total pin-fall (scratch; no handicap). Each game is bowled on a pair
oflanes moving one pairto theright aftereach game. Allregular season ties at the end of 5 games
forwinnerof Junior Goldspotsare brokenby a?thand 10thframeroll off. If aroll offisnot
possible, the Junior Gold spot willbe awarded to the bowler that had the highest game. This could
possiblyrollovertothe 2nd, 3rd, 4th highest games. If the tiesis stillnot broken a coin-flip willbe
the final decider.

Eligibility

Bowler must have a current USBC Basic Youth Membership. All U20 bowlers MUST have the USBC
AdultMembership.Eacheventisa Junior Gold qualifyingevent andif the bowlerwantsto concur-
rently compete fora Junior Gold spot (optional), they musthave acurrent Junior Gold membership
priorto the start of the competition (can be secured day-of during registration; see “Junior Gold”
below).

Age Divisions
Bowlers compete across 8 divisions, by age and gender:
2021-2022 Season divisions are as follows:

Division

U12Boys/Girls: birthdays 8/1/09 or later
U15Boys/Girls:birthdays8/1/2006-7/31/09.
U18Boys/Girls: birthdays8/1/2003-7/31/2006
U20Boys/Girls: birthdays8/1/2001-7/31/2003

Playing Up in Age Division
Athletes do NOT have the option of competing in an age division older than what their birthdate
provides.
Junior Gold qualificationspots are earnedin the divisioninwhichthe athlete competes and are not
transferable to another division.
* Bowlerofthe Yearpointscountfoward the divisioninwhich the ath-
lete competed.
+ Athletes are allowed to be lane assigned with an older or younger
age groupifthey are not competingin that age group. Thisis often
done by the Tournament Director to balance out the number of bowl-
ers on a pair of lanes.

Entries

Check-in refers to the published schedule time. Bowling will begin approximately 1 hour after
check-inopens. Allbowlers MUSThave theircompleted entriesturnedintothe fournamentofficeno

later than 15 minutes prior to the start of competition.
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Tournament Rules m

ltemsrequired at check-ininclude: Tournament Entry Form (must be filled out completely eachtour-
nament) . For the 2020-2021 season we have instituted an on-line registration and pre-payment
system to be used for each event.

. USBC Certification Card
. Junior Gold Membership Card

. Bowler/Parent Sportsmanship Pledges (mustbe filed out
once each season)

. Travel Authorizationform (mustbe filled outonce each
season)

Ifthe bowler does not provide the above items or they are not filled out completely, the bowler will
not be allowed to check-in. If the bowleris checked-in, but arrives late to their pair of lanes at the
start of competition, they will be allowed to bowl but willreceive azero for any frames missed. At
the conclusion of their shift bowlers willhave 10 minutes to turn their scores into the tournament
office, or they may be disqualified.

Dress Code

Tournament management will determine if the uniform worn by the participant is acceptable. If the
uniformisdeemedunacceptable, the participantwillberequired tochange the uniformimmedi-
ately.Ifthe participantisunable to changeinto acompliant uniform, they willberemoved fromthe
competition for that day.

Shirts

Competitorsshallprovide theirown bowlingshirtwith acollared, V-neck, rib-lined orbanded neck-
lines. Mock collar must be a minimum of three-quarters of one inch. All shirts must have finished
sleeves for all competition. Females may wear a sleeveless shirt with a butterfly collar only if the
sleeves are finished. It isrecommended that participants have their names on their shirts, but it
isnotrequired.Ifthe participant choses to have aname onthe backitisrecommended that the
participants wear theirlast names (first and last name is recommended} in lettering a minimum
of one-inch high and amaximum of three inches high, on the back of shirts during all tournament
play.Hand-printedletteringis not permitted. Letteringmustbein contrasting colortobacking (light
ondark, ordarkonlightmaterial) soit canbe easilyread from a distance.

Pants

Male participants are required to wear slacks. Slacks must not contain drawstring waists or elastic
bottoms. Slacks must have azipper and a button to be eligible. Jeans are not permitted. Female
participants are required to wear slacks, skirts, culottes, skorts or walking shorts. All skirts, culottes,
skorts, or walking shorts must be no shorter than one-half the distance from the inseam to the top
of the kneeinlength and/or no shorter than the fingertips when the arms are at their sides while
standing. Jeans and yoga pants are not permitted.
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Tournament Rules m
Headgear

No covering orsunglasses canbe wornwhile practicingorcompeting (hats, caps, orbandannas,
etc.). Male participants cannot wear any headgear while practicing or competing, unless a request
is made in writing and approved prior to the event.

Practice

No practice willbe allowed prior to the beginning or during the 5-game competition. Allbowlers
willbe given 10 minutes of warm up on their starting pair of lanes prior to the start of the 5-game
competition.

Lane Maintenance (Patterns)

Afair, equitable, Sport Compliant Lane condition for alleventlanesis the primary objective of the
Junior Gold Lane conditioning program. The GYBT willnot disclose any of the oil patterninformation
untilafterthe eventhas concluded. Itis prohibited fo discusslane maintenance procedures with
lane maintenance personnel at any time prior to or during a GYBT event. Any issues regarding this
policy must be made to the GYBT Board.

Bowler and Parent Sportsmanship Pledges

The GYBT takes seriously theirrole in helping the development of youth athletes. We have both
Bowler and Parent Sportsmanship Pledges that speak to behavior, attitude, etc. These pledges
MUST be signed off on at the first event you enter.

Conduct

The use of profanity (Verbal orNon-Verbal), alcohol ortobacco products by any youth bowler will
notbe permitted fromthe timethey checkintothe timetheyturnintheirscore sheet. The first
violation of thisrule willbe a warning; the second violation will be disqualification without arefund.
Anyrulesnotspecificallylistedwillbe governed by the USBC. We also ask that alladultsrefrain
fromthe use of profanity, alcohol ortobacco productsuntilallyouth bowlershave completed their
bowling. Any bowlers orspectators not conducting themselvesin an appropriate sportsman-like
manner will be disqualified, in the case of the bowler, or asked foleave the tournament areq, inthe
case of aspectator.

Lofting

Itisimportant for GYBT to maintain the integrity of their tournaments and to be attractive gueststo

the bowling center operators on whom GYBT depends. Consequently, lofting is not allowed beyond

the arrows (*'15'). The athlete’s ball must contact the lane before the arrows. First violation will re-

sultin a warning and loss of frame. Second violation will result in disqualification. GYBT also wants
to remind athletes they are personally responsible for any damage caused by their behavior.
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Tournament Rules m
Junior Gold

Each event willbe a Junior Gold qualifying event. The bowler(s) with the highest five game totalin
each age group will qualify for the annual Junior Gold National Championships (see www.bowl.
com/juniorgoldfordetails). We willqualify Tinevery 4 girlbowlersand 1inevery 4boy bowlers.
The Tournament Directors reserve the right combine a division that does not have enough participo-
tion to earn a qualifying spoft, with another division.

To be eligible for the Junior Gold qualifying portions of this event the bowler MUST be a USBC certi-
fiedyouthbowleranda Junior Gold memberingoodstanding. Junior Gold membership cards must
be presented at the time of check-in. If the bowleris not a Junior Gold member, they MUST fill out
the Junior Gold membership form and pay allapplicable dues prior to the check-in deadline. U20
bowlers MUST have the USBC Adult Membership

Tournament of Champions (TOC)

The Tournament of Champions is the season ending tournament. To be eligible to bowlin the annu-
alTOC abowlermust have participatedin 3 GYBT events from the currentseason. Exceptions are
made for full time college students and they are eligible after participatingin 2 GYBT events. See
separate document covering the TOC rules.

Bowler of the Year

Wewillrecognize a“Bowlerofthe Year”ineach of the 8 divisions. Bowlers willreceive points for
eacheventinwhichthey participate. Tieswithinaneventwilreceive equal points. Atthe end of the
season the bowlers with the most total pointsin each division win the title “Bowler of the Year” and
aSMART scholarship of $250.In the unlikely event of a fie in the year-endresults, the tie willbe
broken with a one full game tiebreaker. If a tie-breaker game is not possible, the tie will be broken
inthe following order: head-to-headrecord, high season average, high game, coinflip.

Points are awarded as follows: 1st=8pts., 2nd =7pts., 3rd =67pfs., 4th =56pts., 5th = 4pfts., 6th =
3pts., 7th = 2pts.,8th andlower

Tournament Committee

The tournament committee willhandle all disputes andrule violations; the Tournament Committee’s
decisionis final unless an appealis made in accordance with Rule 329. The Tournament Commit-
teereservestherightto change the format etc., thisincludes practice priortostepladdercompeti-
tion, or cancel a tournament without prior notice, or delay the start of an event up to ten minutes.
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